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IN MARCH 2011, Australian entre-
preneur David Bradley went on a
sailing training programme with

the Langkawi Sailing School based in
Telaga Harbour Park Marina and just
had to do something about what he
saw on the eye-opening trip.

“We were sailing from Langkawi
to Penang and discovered that the
waters were choked with rubbish.
At one point, a rice sack wrapped
itself around the boat propeller and
the motor stalled,” he said.

The next morning, on March 16,
Bradley and his German wife,
Gudrun, took the opportunity to
visit Pulau Kukup where they found
an attractive boardwalk leading to a
lookout over the mangroves.

“During our walk we saw beauti-
ful species of birds, a wild boar root-
ing around for a feed, some mon-
keys, mudskippers and plenty of
rubbish too. The quantity of rubbish
and flotsam was disgraceful. I was
then motivated to do something on
cleaning up the waterways.

“With my experience in the waste
management business, I thought I
could incorporate my expertise here
in Malaysia,” said Bradley.

According to him, sometimes you
could have big ideas but if you did
not know how to go about enforcing
them, it could get frustrating.

This was where they used the
Clean Up the World campaign as an
anchor to form Edu-Cat-Malaysia.

“As a member of Clean Up the
World, we are going to clean up the
marina and waterways at the Royal
Selangor Yacht Club (RSYC) in Port
Klang and work closely with the
team there and the Rotary Club of
Bandar Bukit Tinggi. The best part
about this project is we don’t have to
reinvent the wheel.

“You get a huge database of “how-
tos” under Clean Up the World and
with 20 years of accumulated expe-
rience, we think this is a good prec-
edent and blueprint that can be
implemented in Malaysia.

“The difference in the quality of
the waterways around Sydney and
the rest of Australia over the last 20

years resulting directly from this
programme has to be experienced to
be believed and it can be done here,”
explained Bradley.

Their love for the sea and sailing
led David and Gudrun to focus on
leading an initiative to fix up and
clean up the marinas and local
waterways where they spend so
much of their time.

“We were shocked to see the huge
amount of flotsam, jetsam and other
rubbish flowing up and down the
Klang River.

“There were literally islands of
rubbish resulting in a terrible stench.
The situation made me more deter-
mined to find a solution for the pol-
lution problem affecting Malaysia’s
magnificent waterways,” he said.

As a member of “Clean Up the
World” in 2011, their local efforts
will be recognised internationally as
part of the global campaign.

Bradley enjoyed a corporate career
spanning 27 years with companies
such as Esso (originally Atlantic
Union Oil Company), Coca-Cola, Max

Factor, Carnation Company and
Nestle in senior accounting, sales
and marketing and general manage-
ment roles.

For family reasons, he returned to
Australia in August 1987 and the
stock market crash in that year led
him to a life of entrepreneurship,
which suited him perfectly.

In 1989, he acquired the then
insolvent “Dumpers Handybin”
waste management and disposal
business in New South Wales.

He turned this business around
and built a successful waste man-
agement franchise in NSW with
franchised operations in Sydney,
Newcastle and Canberra. This busi-
ness was sold in 2003.

In January 2011, Bradley, 68,
decided to build a business in
Malaysia and is now actively
involved in this opportunity.

He and Gudrun have been living
in Malaysia under Malaysia My
Second Home (MM2H) since
2008.

With his vast working experience,

Bradley added that his real passion
has always been working against the
degradation of the environment.

“We want to do this through edu-
cation explaining that if people
throw a bottle in the river it will
eventually end up in the sea and we
want to inculcate this at a young age
if possible through education at
schools.”

Edu-Cat-Malaysia is planning to
fund and organise an environmental
and water educational fix-up and
clean-up campaign to make
Malaysia’s superb marinas even
more beautiful.

“This is an on-going environmen-
tal activity that we will be running
in selected marinas around the
country.”

Their first major clean up day will
be held at the RSYC on October 15,
2011.

“Our proposed agenda on that day
is to take people out on the boats to
start the clean up campaign. We will
register the participants and hand
out certificates later as well as have

some refreshments. We are calling
on the community in Port Klang and
everyone else to join us to protect
the area and contribute to some-
thing much bigger,” added Bradley.

Edu-Cat-Malaysia will now join
an estimated 35 million volunteers
from 130 countries across the globe
in taking responsibility to conserve
and protect the environment under
the banner of Clean Up the World,
which is supported by the United
Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP).

Clean Up the World started in
Sydney, Australia in 1983 and this
annual campaign brings together
NGOs, community groups, schools,
governments, businesses and indi-
viduals to undertake activities to
improve water quality, clean up the
local streets, parks, waterways and
forests and educated children about
the environment.

For details, visit www.edu-cat.
com, www.cleanuptheworld.org or
email Bradley at db.educat@gmail.
com
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For the love of nature
australian embarks on a mission to clean-up local waterways

Promoting goodwill and camaraderie
THE Goodwill Games between the
Kuala Lumpur Methodist After-
noon School Old Boys Association
(Masoba) and the Anglo Chinese
School Union (ACSU) of Penang
finally returned to Kuala Lumpur
recently. They also played their
Goodwill Games in various loca-
tions such as Ipoh, Malacca, Lang-
kawi, Singapore and Cameron
Highlands.

“It is time we have the games
here in Kuala Lumpur,” said
Masoba secretary Peter Chua, who
mooted the games series with the
Anglo Chinese School Union in
Penang way back in 1965.

Masoba played host to the 46th
series of the Goodwill Games at
the Petaling Jaya Club and the Co-
bra Club.

Although both the associations
claimed that either side compet-

ed in the various games in a spirit
of goodwill and sportsmanship,
it was clearly evident that each
team wanted to win honour for
their association.

Penang sent a 50 strong con-
tingent to meet Masoba in Kuala
Lumpur.

There was a welcome reception
in Abadi Villa Condo Multipur-
pose Hall in Taman Desa and the
following day they competed in
carrom, darts, badminton, table
tennis, tennis and snooker.

There was much camaderie in
the goodwill games, especiallyin
the last day when members from
both sides let their hair down to
outdo one another at a karaoke
session.

Last year, The ACSU of Penang
hosted the 45th Goodwill Games
Series in Songkhla, Thailand. Good old days: a group photo of the Masoba committee members taken in 1980.

Disgrace to the environment: Bradley plans to fund and organise an environmental and water
educational fix-up and clean-up campaign to clean up Malaysia’s marinas.

Close to nature:
Bradley loves to
sail around
Malaysia.

Not pretty: the rubbish found along the
marina in Port Klang.

If you have a similar story to share,
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